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The location of sericulture depended first and
foremost on the climate. The (different species
of) mulberry tree can grow in all the temperate
and subtropical countries. The silkworms cannot
survive if temperatures drop below 15-20° C, and
this prevented the diffusion of silkworm-raising
in northern Europe. In fact, without heating the
rooms, the sericulture would have been too risky
and with it too expensive to be economically
viable.

Climate determined also the intensity of
cultivation - and therefore the importance of
sericulture as a source of income. In subtropical
countries the mulberry tree is in leaf almost

continuously and worms can be raised all year.
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each family could raise the worms only three
times each year, in spring (from the end of April
to the beginning of June), summer (from late
June to early August) and fall (from the end of
August to the beginning of October) . In the
1910s, this technically feasible maximum was
reached only in Japan. The summer and spring
crops accounted for an eighth and a fourth of the
total output respectively, and the mulberry fields
covered 16 percent of the cultivated acreage, with
peaks of up to 25-35 percent of the total area in
some prefectures. In other temperate countries
the worms were raised only once a year, in
spring, and the mulberry cultivation was

consequently much less intense.
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In subtropical countries the mulberry tree is in
leaf almost continuously and worms can be
raised all vear. Thus, seven (sometimes eight or
even nine) crops were produced in southern

China each year,
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But nor did sericulture develop even in
apparently suitable areas such as central Italy. It
is likely that its growth had been hampered by
competition with alternative crops (olive trees,

grapes) for land
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